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Team Booker Sweeps Municipal Races in Newark
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A new mayor, like a new broom, apparently sweeps clean, PRINT
PERMISSIONS
All six Municipal Council candidates backed by Cory Booker won seats SAVE
- in a runoff Tuesday night, giving Mr. Booker, the mayor-elect, a nine-

" member Council of allies and a crystal-clear mandate to carry out his

proposed overhaul of city government. _ P 4oy L
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The results -- coming five weeks after Mr. Booker coasted to victory
. with 72 percent of the vote -- effectively end the era of Mayor Sharpe James, who has

dominated Newark for two decades, and kick-start what many here hope will be a period ALVER
of increased Pt safetywmd economic growth. N

Fe
"It's the consolidation of a revolution," said Ross K. Baker, a political science professor at Wi

Rutgers University. "It gives Booker the opportunity to set the agenda."”

Mr. Booker, 37, and the new Council will take over on July 1. They inherit a Jekyll and
- Hyde of a city where rising property values inspire local pride even as fatal shootings,
deficient schools and relentless unemployment reduce residents to tears.

Mr. Booker and his team have promised to make Newark safe, prosperous and efficient for
its 280,000 re51dents 2 New-York-like model of urban reform. Among the new
administration’s goals are a re-organization of the police department, with an emphasis on

| eliminating gangs, the return of local control in the city's public schools, and a new
approach to development that emphasizes jobs for city residents.

In a brief speech outside a restaurant, where 150 supporters of Mr. Booker shouted and
waved stiff new brooms in the air, the mayor-elect said that the victory guaranteed change
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