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Newark, the Next Generation _

By JOSH BENSON

WHEN Ronald Rice Jr., a candidate for Newark's city council, says that the elections in Newark on May
9 will be the most significant in a generation, he isn't just talking about the fact that there will be a new
mayor for the first time in 20 years,

"I think what you're seeing now is sort of the next generation shift where you're going to have us
standing on the shoulders of the civil rights generation," he said. "We're going to be the ones to take
Newark to the next level.”

Yes, much has been made of the-faettimt CorpBookesmmtgoung Ivy League-educated reformer from
Newark's suburbs -- is on the threshold of taking power in Newark, which has for a generation been an
impenetrable redoubt of machine politics.

Eclipsed by the mayor's race, however, is the fact that a post-civil-rights generation of young leadership
is coming of age, with no fewer than five scions of prominent Newark political families in the coming
nonpartisan Newark elections trying to win seats on the city's municipal council.

There is Ras Baraka, son of the former state poet laureate Amiri Baraka, who is running for re-election
as an at-large candidate. Then there is John James -- the mayor's son -- locked in a tight race for an open
seat in the hardscrabble South Ward with Oscar James Jr., the son of Newark's foremost grass-roots
political operative.

There is Donald Payne Jr., who hopes that the name he shares with his father, the veteran Congressman
who once headed the Congressional Black Caucus, will earn enough votes for a seat.

And of course there is Mr. Rice Jr., a close ally of Mr. Booker whose father, Ronald L. Rice, happens to
be running for mayor, too.

The names are familiar. But if this crop of candidates is anything to go by, the council could be nearly
unrecognizable.

"For the previous generation, there was a different take on what was necessary for Newark to come
back,"” said Walter Fields, former political director of the N.A.A.C.P. "There was a strain of black
nationalism in the air. Newark's a very different place now. These people didn't come from that struggle.
They have been educated far more than their parents, and many of them have been exposed to a much
more diverse range of experiences than their parents have.”

The result, Mr. Fields said, could be a very different type of governance.
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